
PHR 790 001 – Pharmacology Journal Club 
 
Course director:  Daniel A. Gorelick, PhD, VH254 danielg@uab.edu 
co-director:  Tatjana Coric, PhD, VH154 tcoric@uab.edu  
 
Tuesdays 3:30-4:30pm, VH150 (1st floor conference room, Volker Hall) 
 
The goal of this course is to improve your knowledge, communication skills and critical thinking skills 
using a journal club format. Each week a different student will lead the class in a discussion of an 
original, peer-reviewed publication relevant to toxicology/pharmacology/chemical biology (broadly 
defined). Students are responsible for choosing a paper and sending the citation to Daniel Gorelick 
(danielg@uab.edu) for distribution to the class at least one week before the presentation. Papers 
must have been published within the last year and must be primary, peer-reviewed research papers. 
No review papers or commentaries. Presentation schedule online: 
http://gorelicklab.org/classes/phr790 
 
The single greatest determinant of the quality of your presentation is the paper you choose to 
present. The more interesting the paper, the better the discussion. Interesting is a subjective term. 
What makes a paper interesting? Guidelines for choosing an interesting paper: 
 

• Pick a paper outside your specific field. If you study how estrogens regulate embryonic 
development, don’t pick a paper about how estrogens regulate embryonic development. The 
details you find interesting – because they are related to your own research, which, of course, 
is awesome – will probably not be as interesting to a diverse audience.  

• Pick a paper outside your general field. If you use biochemical approaches in your research, 
choose a paper that relies on genetic approaches. If you study liver physiology, choose a 
neuroscience paper. Challenge your critical thinking skills. Broaden your horizons. 

• High impact. Generally, the more significant the result, the more interesting it will be to the 
audience. You can pick a paper from any journal, from Science to the Journal of Obscure 
Obscurity. Think carefully about whether the audience will be interested in a paper from your 
favorite specialty journal. Is the result significant to a narrow audience, or a broad audience? 

• More mechanism equals more interesting. Observations are cool and lead to new research 
directions, but papers that report observations without mechanisms aren’t great substrates for 
practicing critical thinking. 

• Consider a paper that received a lot of attention from the popular press. Sometimes the class 
discussion reveals that the attention wasn’t warranted, or maybe the media got it right. Either 
way, interesting to compare the media story and the primary data. 

• Choosing a paper that covers a hot topic is often interesting. Either the topic is deservedly hot, 
or the discussion throws cold water on it. 

• Sometimes a new method or tool has broad applicability and utility. If you think the audience 
needs to learn about this method, then that could be an interesting paper for journal club.  

 
Your goal is to lead a spirited discussion. Choose a paper that will help you accomplish your goal. 

 
You will be graded on presentation quality (50%) and participation in class discussions (50%). 
 
Attendance: See the course directors if you will be absent more than once. 
  



Schedule of class presentations 
	
Date  Presenter 
Jan 24, 2017 Dan Gorelick 
Jan 31 Hailey Edwards 
Feb 7  Kelly Kreitzburg  
Feb 14 Christina Le 
Feb 21 Aubrey Miller  
Mar 7  Shannon Romano 
Mar 14 Paige Souder 
 
If you will be absent on the date of your presentation, it is your responsibility to switch with a 
classmate and let the course directors know. 
  



--------------------------------------- 
Disability Statement 
Any student with a disability that may need accommodations in order to successfully complete all requirements 
of this course should visit the Office of Disability Support Services, located in Room 516 of the Hill University 
Center, 934-4205.  This office is responsible for registering students and in ensuring the University's 
compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Once 
registered, this office will then inform faculty members of all courses in which the student is enrolled of the 
student's status and the specific nature of any accommodations required.  Any student requiring such 
accommodation should discuss this with the course director and assure that the appropriate correspondence is 
sent from the Office of Disability Support Services. 
 
Use of Electronic Devices 
The use of devices such as calculators, computers, personal digital assistants, text pagers, and cell phones in 
class is NOT permitted without instructor’s approval.  The use of such devices to facilitate academic 
misconduct (such as cheating or plagiarism) is a violation of the UAB Academic Honor Code and could result 
in dismissal from the Class, Program and School.  
 
Honor Code 
All students are expected to uphold the honor codes of the School of Medicine and the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham.  Unless otherwise instructed, all work in this course should represent completely independent 
work.  Students are expected to familiarize themselves with the Student Honor Code that can be found at 
http://www.gbs.uab.edu.  Any student found to have committed acts of misconduct will be subject to the 
procedures outlined in the Honor Code.  Students are encouraged to review pages 15-18 of the Graduate 
Student Handbook, 2012-2013, for details regarding the UAB Honor Code. 
 
Plagiarism 
Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses.  Discovery of such violations will result in an "F" grade for the 
entire course.  Plagiarism is defined as "literary theft: stealing and passing off as one's own the words or ideas 
of another" (Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary, 2000).  Students must be sure to give credit through 
appropriate citation for all words and ideas that are consciously taken from another source whether a direct 
quote or not.  It is always better to err on the side of giving too many citations than too few.  Students are 
encouraged to review pages 50-54 of the GBS 2012-2013 Student Handbook for details regarding Academic 
Integrity.    
--------------------------------------- 
	


